
1. TEXTS 
a. Standardized.  The texts used must be 
the same across all the tools being analyzed 

to ensure that comparisons between tools 

are possible. 

b. Open.  The texts must be easily 
accessible and (ideally) free so that others 

can acquire them should they wish to carry 

out their own analysis. 

c. Varied.  More than one type of text 
should be included and these should be 

from a range of sources generally of 

interest within and across the humanities.  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LESSONS LEARNED 
!

1. Text mining is an iterative process 
involving repeated visitation to three 
separate stages: Preprocessing; Analysis; 
and Clean-up. 

2.More than one tool is often required to 
complete a text-mining task. 

3. There is typically an inverse relation 
between the power of the tool and the 
graphical nature of the interface: to 
maximize performance get comfortable on 
the command line. 

4. One benefit of command line tools is 
that the methods used are easily 
replicable.  If you use a graphical interface 
take detailed notes of your process.  

5. Don’t go it alone. Find or build a 
community of like-minded text-miners that 
can support each other in discovering and 
exploring new tools.

There are many tools and methods. 

Most how-tos and reviews are directed 

at the sciences

Humanist sources for tool reviews mostly 

dried up in the 80s and 90s. 

A new journal may help overcome this gap.

2. ANALYSIS 
a. Standardized.  The methods used 
should be the same across all texts, to 
the point where it should be (almost) 
automatic. 

b. Replicable.  The methods used should 
be available to anyone who wants them as 
recipes including both instructions and 
scripts. 

c. Varied.  More than one type of analysis 
should be included to ensure that a wide 
user base across the humanities will be 
interested in the results.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consec tetur 
adipiscing elit. Curabitur dictum augue non 
quam mollis tristique. Vestibulum scelerisque 
porttitor. 
Brian | 6 June | Tags: charts, good, design ...

Maecenas scelerisque accumsan velit, in 
hendrerit justo scelerisque non. In sapien 
non ligula vestibulum viverra. Aliquam erat 
volutpat.
Chloe| 2 June | Tags: charts, favorites

Sed ac dapibus nunc. Etiam elit leo, aliquam in 
vulputate eu, ullamcorper sapien. Donec orci 
purus, dictum et commodo ac, semper eu 
purus ...
Anonymous | 6 May
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RSS feed reader (new) Web desktop (new) Area charts (new)
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Bar charts
Display a sets of random data in 
a column series. Reload data will 
randomly generate a new set of 
data in the store. Creator: Sam Bean.
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Featured tool:

Wordle
Site: http://www.wordle.net
Author(s): Jonathan Feinberg

Wordle is an online toy for generating word 
clouds using the text you provide.  Text can be 
submitted by providing an URL or by pasting 
raw text into an input.  The most frequent 
words from the text are then used as the 
source for the resulting visualization, where 
frequency is used to determine the size of 
each word.

You may customize the output by choosing 
from a variety of display options (layout, font, 
colours) or use the randomize feature to get a 
random visualization. 
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